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n the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Jews 
called maggidim traveled around the Pale of 
Settlement where most Eastern European Jews 
lived.  A maggid was an itinerant preacher, 

someone who would go from town to town telling 
stories that carried a moral message.  Some, like the 
Maggid of Dubno, became celebrities. 

The maggidim were generally not wealthy 
men.  They depended on donations for their 
livelihood and often lived in extreme poverty.  One 
such maggid was named Rabbi Yechiel Michl of 
Zlotsov.  He and his family were in dire economic 
straits.   

Sukkot came that year, and the maggid had 
no etrog on which to make the obligatory blessing.  
In that year, etrogim were extremely expensive, and 
there was only one rich man in the whole town who 
could afford the perfect etrog he wanted so much. 

So Yechiel took his tefillin, an heirloom of 
his holy ancestors, and went to visit the rich man.  
He said to him, “ I hereby propose a trade.  You sell 
me your beautiful etrog, and I will give you my 
very expensive tefillin as payment.”   (This, by the 
way, is a foolish trade – expensive tefillin are far 
more costly than even the nicest etrog!)   

The rich man happily accepted the deal, on 
which he made a handsome profit.  And Yechiel 
was overjoyed that he had managed to acquire an 
etrog at the last minute.  He immediately ran home 
to share his good news with his wife. 

The rebbetzin was not pleased.  She got very 
upset and said, “We’re so poor that we can barely 
make ends meat and we haven’ t eaten meat in 
months.  Yet you sell your tefillin in exchange for a 
lousy etrog when we could have used that money to 
feed our children!  I’ ll show you what you can do 
with your etrog!”  At that moment, the rebbetzin 
angrily grabbed the etrog and threw it to the ground,  

 
Continued on Page 14 

 
 

any years ago when my daughter was 
about five years old, she started to notice 
that there was another winter holiday that 
we didn’ t celebrate. So I had to sit her 

down and explain why so many houses were 
decorated in colorful lights, the stores were filled 
with green and red trappings and pictures of an 
overweight old man in a red suit were everywhere. 

So as delicately as I could I told her about 
this guy who lived about 200 years ago in what is 
now Israel. He sort of gave advice and some think 
he performed miracles. Then after he died, a group 
of people decided that he was the Messiah and 
started this religion, Christianity, which is named 
after him and his birthday is a really big holiday and 
is observed by over a billion Christians 

The most interesting part of the whole story, 
I said, is that this person who the Christians worship 
was actually Jewish.  

“He was Jewish?” she solemnly asked. “Yes 
he was” I replied.    

“Do the Christians know?” 
Ever since I was about that age I have 

always been curious about how this all came about. 
I recently finished a book by Bart Ehrman 

called “Jesus Interrupted.”   I had already completed 
one of his previous books, “Misquoting Jesus”  
about a year ago. 

Ehrman had a born again experience in high 
school and then went to Moody Bible Institute to 
pursue his passion of bible study. After graduating 
he continued his studies at Princeton Theological 
Seminary where his strongly held beliefs came 
crashing down. 

It was there that be began to really to dive 
into issues such as who wrote the Bible. Both the 
Old Testament and the New Testament and many of 
the books that could have at one time been included  
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Nu, What’s New 
Mazel Tov to Hilde and Michael Steinberg on 
the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Phillip…..Mazel 
Tov to Judy and Michael Rothberg on the birth 
of their first grandchild, Jacob Henry 
Perelman….Mazel Tov to Julie and Ina Spero 
who have been nominated as Jewish 
Community Heroes ….Get well wishes to Edna 
Karlin 
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Office Hours 
Rabbi Garfinkel©s office hours are as follows: 
Mondays: 10 am - noon 
Tuesdays: 9 am - noon 
Thursdays: 9 am - noon 
Fridays: 10 am - noon 
Other times by appointment. 
 
 
Schedule of Services 
Morning M inyan – Sundays at 8:45 am 
Friday, Oct 2 Shabbat Evening Services 

Erev Sukkot 
7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, Oct 3
  

Shabbat Services 
Sukkot – Day 1 

9:15 am 

Sunday, Oct 4 Sukkot – Day 2  9:15 am 
Friday, Oct 9 Shabbat Evening Services 

Erev Shemini Atzeret 
7:00 pm 

Saturday, Oct 10 Shabbat Services  
Shemini Atzeret/Yiskor 
recited 
Simchat Torah  

9:15 am 
 
 
7:00 pm 

Sunday, Oct 11 Simchat Torah 9:15 am 
Friday, Oct 16 Friday Evening Services 7:00 pm 
Saturday, Oct 17 Shabbat Morning Services 

Torah Portion: Bereshit 
9:15 am 
 

Friday, Oct 23
  

Shabbat Evening Services 
Oneg Shabbat- in honor of  
The Bar Mitzvah of 
Phillip Steinberg 

7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, Oct 24 Shabbat Morning Services 
Bar Mitzvah of Phillip 
Steinberg 

9:15 am 

Friday, Oct 30 Shabbat Evening Service
  

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Oct 31 Shabbat Services 
Torah Portion Noah 

9:15 am 

 

 
 

Special Congratulations 
 

Mazel Tov to our most 
recent Bat Mitzvah,  
Sara Saperstein. 
Sara is an 8th grader at 
Franklin Middle School. 
She is active in the band 
(percussion/drums), 8th 
grade chorus, Gifted and 
Talented chorus and 
drama club. 
 

 

Temple Beth El of Somerset 
1489 Hamilton Street, Somerset, NJ 

732-873-2325 
Templebethelsomerset@comcast.net 
http://www.templebethelsomerset.org 
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The next HAZAK meeting will be held on 
Thursday, October 15 at 7:30 pm. Our guest will be 
David Aaron, band leader speaking about 
“Klezmer” . Please join us!   Hazak is designed to 
meet the social needs of mature (over 55) Jews. 
Hazak membership offers camaraderie and social 
interaction, interesting programs and entertainment 
and much more. For more information, contact Roz 
and Nate Feinberg or Marge & Herb Friend. 
 
 
Hebrew School Happenings 
On September 8, 2009 we welcomed the start of 
another school year.  The school board has set some 
goals for the upcoming year to make our religious 
school program better than ever! The goals include 
increased communication and organization of 
Hebrew School activities and increased family 
participation. Family participation is crucial to our 
events’  successes and makes for a more rewarding 
experience for all involved.  Many special events 
are planned for the coming months to get the 
children excited and involved.  A partial (tentative) 
schedule includes: 
 
October 6  Sukkah hopping and Sukkah dinner 
December 13 Hanukkah show and latkes 

sponsored by Men’s Club 
December 15 Gala Candle Lighting  
January 31  Tu B’Shvat Seder 
February 25 Megillah Reading and Hot Dog 

Dinner 
February 28 Purim Party 
 
We hope our members will join us for these many 
of these fun events and hope to recap our successes 
in future editions of the Shofar. If you would like to 
volunteer at any of these events, please contact 
Amy Merges at 732-568-0361. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Jewish 
Federation of 
Greater 

Middlesex County is pleased 
to be involved with the 
following activity:  JOIN US!  

   
COMMUNITY FOOD AND  
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 
Through October 30, 2009 
 
DONATE: 
Food items - Only: non-perishable, canned, boxed   
and nutritious    
School supplies - Unopened, new and unused -- 
Pencils and pens • Loose leaf paper • Pocket folders 
• Notebooks • Crayons • Markers • Rulers • Glue 
sticks 
 
Drop off locations: 

·  The Jewish Family and Vocational Service 
of Middlesex County (JFVS)   
52 Concordia Plaza, Monroe  
(609-395-7979)  

or  
32 Ford Ave., Milltown – 2nd floor  
(732-777-1940) 

·  The Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex 
County  230 Old Bridge Turnpike, South 
River, 08882    
(732-432-7711)  

If you require pick up from your temple or agency 
call JFVS at 732-777-1940 
  
You can donate dollars to:                          
JFVS (Milltown address above), or   
Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County 
(South River Address above) 
                                                            
Visit JewishMiddlesex.org for updates. 
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Pick up some  

ShopRite or Stop & Shop or Acme 
scrip and your grocery shopping is 

prepaid plus you are supporting 
Temple Beth El too. 

We accept cash or checks  
for all scrip.  

Credit cards are accepted for  
ShopRite scrip only.  

If you purchase ShopRite scrip by 
credit card, you get all of the same 

rewards or cash bonuses you 
would if you made  

any other purchase in a store. 
 

If you would like to purchase these 
cards, please call  

(732-873-2325)  or e-mail 
(templebethelsomerset@comcast.net) 
or come in to the synagogue office 
(Monday-Friday, 10 am-2pm) and 

see Elaine Wasserman. 
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Need a gift for someone special or 
going shopping for you??  

 Gift cards are available for Macy’s, 
Kohl’s, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy,  

K-Mart, and many, many more 
stores.  

Order your gift cards from Temple 
Beth El and show your support! 

 
How about purchasing  

gift cards from your favorite stores, 
restaurants and  

entertainment venues?  
There are hundreds of different gift 
cards that can be purchased and 

Temple Beth El will earn a 
percentage of those gift cards 

bought. It’s very simple! 
 

To purchase gift cards, please 
contact Elaine Wasserman in 
the synagogue office at 732-

873-2325 or e-mail 
templebethelsomerset@comcast.net 

to buy gift cards today!! 
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The Tender Trap: Love, Sex, and the Quest for Jewish Identity 
in Literature and Film - Jewish-American authors may seem to obsess about sex, but, in fact, 
sex often proves to be a metaphor, a kind of symbolic language for probing complex issues of Jewish 
and personal identity. This lecture examines Abraham Cahan’s novella Yekl (1896) and the Joan 
Micklin Silver film Hester Street (1975) based on it, Philip Roth’s Goodbye, Columbus, Modechai 
Richler’s The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz (1959) and its 1974 film version, the Joan Micklin 
Silver film Crossing Delancey (1988), and Philip Roth’s 1969 novel Portnoy’s Complaint to examine 
the vexed and vexing relationship between sex and identity in Jewish-American literature and film. 
  
Professor of American Studies and Jewish Studies at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Dr. Leslie 
Fishbein is the author of Rebels in Bohemia: The Radicals of The Masses, 1911-1917, a study of radicals and 

bohemians in Greenwich Village in the 1910©s, for which she received the New 
York State Historical Association Manuscript Award, and of numerous articles in 
scholarly journals on Women©s Studies and history and film. In 1986-1987 she 
served as a Fulbright Senior Lecturer at the University of Haifa in Israel. She 
currently is on the Faculty Advisory Board of the Allen and Joan Bildner Center 
for the Study of Jewish Life at Rutgers and teaches such courses in Jewish 
Studies as The American Jewish Experience in Literature, Blacks and Jews in 
American History, and Jewish-American Women: Contested Lives.  
 
Dr. Fishbein received her BA in History from Hunter College in the Bronx (now 
Herbert H. Lehman College) and her Ph.D. in the History of American Civilization 
from Harvard. She taught at Hunter College, Harvard University, Occidental 
College in Los Angeles, Rice University in Houston, and Simmons College in 
Boston before coming to Rutgers.  

 

This free program is open to the public, so bring friends! 
Supported by a grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities 

For further information, contact Phyllis Miller at 732-246-0295 
or Phyllis.miller@gmail.com. 
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                          VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH 

  
Teen Mentoring -  Ages:  15-19 years 
 
Program Description:   

·  Provide play and social interaction for young child with Autism Spectrum Disorder in child’s 
home to develop social skills  

·  Serve as a helping hand to parent (s)  
·  Visit assigned family weekly   

Requirements:  Complete 5 hours of training with other teens offered in the fall and the spring of each 
year.   Be available to make visits to the home of a family weekly for 9-12 months (excluding holiday 
and vacation times) lasting approximately 1-1.5 hours.  Participate in monthly supervisory sessions 
with other teens in the program and JFS social work staff.   Reliable transportation required.  Time of 
day and day of week flexible; preference for geographic location is honored as much as possible.  
Commitment to time requirement important.   
  
Generation to Generation  - Ages:  12-18 (suitable for Bar/Bat Mitzvah projects, community service 
requirements) 
  
Program Description:   

·  visit Jewish seniors or disabled persons  living in Assisted Living or Nursing Homes  
·  with staff, provide holiday related programs (example:  participate in a model seder at the ARC 

(Association for Retarded Citizens)  
·  work with Ohr Tikvah Rabbi or JFS Social Workers   

Requirements:  Attend seasonally offered workshop(approximately 2 hours) to prepare for visit; 
attend event (friends may sign up together), and then attend a follow up session to share 
experiences.  Some youth may make occasional visits throughout the year, around holidays or other 
occasions.   
 
For information or to volunteer for one of these opportunities, contact Ruth Edelman, LCSW, 
at JFSofSHW@verizon.net or (908) 725-7799 ext. 109 
  
Jerry Starr, LCSW 
Executive Director 
JFS of Somerset , Hunterdon and Warren Counties 
150-A West High Street 
Somerville, New Jersey 08876 
Tele: 908 725-7799 
Email: jerrystarr@verizon.net 
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Sisterhood 
 
VP 
FUNdraising�

Amy Merges� 732 568-0361�

VP Membership� Robin Connell� 732 545-4926�
Education Vice 
Presidents 

Betsy Antonoff 
Phyllis M iller �

732 469-5780  
732 246-0295 

Treasurer  Bonny Kelter � 732 794-6286 
Financial 
Secretary 

Mar lene Buckwald� 732 951-9519�

Recording 
Secretary 

Adr ian Levine� 732 257-6631�

Par liamentar ian Hilde Steinberg� 732 873-5260�
Past President Ann K lauber � 908 359-6096�
Certificates� Nancy Greenfield� 732 873-0385�
 

�
� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � �

We were so busy in September! First there 
was our Welcome (Back) to Sisterhood Tea, held at 
the home of RoseAnn and Gary Rosenthal (many 
thanks, RoseAnn!). And we got into our traditional 
high gear for the High Holidays, with New Year’s 
greetings (many thanks, Carol Sadow, Amy 
Merges, Iris Green and Ann Klauber), holiday bake 
sale and babysitting services. We provided all these 
services not only for our members but for all of our 
congregation, and, as always, the congregation will 
benefit again as the funds we raised go to our 
temple. 

Don’ t forget to attend our program Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, when Dr. Leslie Fishbein, Associate 
Professor of American Studies and Jewish Studies 
at Rutgers University, will discuss The Tender 
Trap: Love, Sex, and the Quest for  Jewish 
Identity in L iterature and Film, starting at 8 pm. 
Jewish-American authors may seem to obsess about 
sex, but, in fact, sex often proves to be a metaphor, 
a kind of symbolic language for probing complex 
issues of Jewish and personal identity. This lecture 
examines Abraham Cahan’s novella Yekl (1896) 
and the Joan Micklin Silver film Hester Street 
(1975) based on it, Philip Roth’s Goodbye, 
Columbus, Modechai Richler’s The Apprenticeship 
of Duddy Kravitz (1959) and its 1974 film version, 
the Joan Micklin Silver film Crossing Delancey 
(1988), and Philip Roth’s 1969 novel Portnoy’s 
Complaint.  

Then get ready for the big Special 
Jewpardy Tournament of Champions, 
Sisterhood vs. Men’s Club, Sunday, Oct. 25,  

 
starting with breakfast at 9:30 am. Any Sisterhood 
member who would like to be a part of the 
Sisterhood Jewpardy team, please contact Phyllis 
Miller at Phyllis.miller@gmail.com, or 732-246-
0295. 
Mark your calendars for the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month for Sisterhood membership meetings.  Each 
meeting will feature a great program. 
 
	 � � � � � � 	 � �   � � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � �  ! �
� � � " � � � � �! � � �## � � �
 # �� 
 � �$ � � % 
Please turn in your sisterhood membership forms as 
soon as possible.  I f you return a form by Oct 3rd 
your name is entered into a raffle to get a free 
membership. 
 
&
 �&� � � ' 
 � � () � ' � � � � � � 
 *�� � � � � � � 
 
 � �
+� � � �&� � �, - � � � 	 �  ' � � � � �&- - 
. �
We will be offering 5 fabulous gift baskets for our 
Paid Up Membership Dinner raffle. 
BUT  We need your help.  We are looking for 
several small donations to complete the baskets. 
Or, if you don’ t feel like shopping, send us a $5 
donation and we will shop for you. 

No donation is too small and picking just 
one item off the list will help greatly. Contact Robin 
Connell at b-rconnell@comcast.net if you can 
donate any of the following NEW items: 

Blockbuster Gift Card,  Popcorn, Deck of 
Cards, Candy, Board Games, Mints, Hot chocolate                                                
Variety of coffees, Candles, Variety of Teas, Gum, 
Selection of Wrapped Chocolates, Notepads 
Champagne flutes, Pens, Coffee Mugs, Slippers, 
Aspirin, Crackers, Assorted cookies or shortbread 

Items can be brought to the Temple any time 
and left in the office.  Any donation is appreciated. 
 
/ 
 � �#0 �� � � � � � � � 
 # � �

� � � %�123�� ! � � � � (� � � # � 44 � � �
� � � # � ��- Sisterhood will have a special event as 
part of Temple Beth El’s Gala Hannukah Candle 
Lighting. �

5 � #%�163�' � � � � � � � 
 4 � � � � �0 � � � �
7388�! � �- This event is for beginners and card 
sharks as well.   Hosted by Naomi Lasky and Amy 
Merges, Ladies Poker Night is a repeat of the 
fabulous event Naomi and Amy hosted last year for 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County.�
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�
� � " %�9 �� # � �: 3�� � � � # � � � � � � # �

� � 4 �#0 -�The annual yummy program that tells us 
spring is right around the corner (Purim is early this 
year!). �

� (� 
 � �# �� � " � � � � ) ;� � � � � � � � 
 
 � �
� � � " " � � �- Watch for information about the date. 
In the meantime, if you would like to take part in 
Sisterhood Shabbat, contact Nancy Greenfield.�

� � � � � �1<3�� � � � 
 � � � � 	 � � � ! � �
� � � � � #0 � �� # � �� � � =
 � � � � � � �/ 
 
 4 
 **;�
7388�! � �- Advance notice: get your Passover 
cookbooks out and start getting ready!�

� ! � �(�>83�� � � � � (� � � � # � � � ' � � � 
 # � ;�
7388�! � �- In observance of Israel Independence 
Day.�

� � ) �113�� � 
 � � � � � � � (�&
 � � � � � � � � 
 �
? � � � � 
 �? �� (� 3�&� � �&� � # � *
 � � � � � 
 # �
 *�
5 � @�� � �, 
 � � # �
 # �� � � � ' 
 @� � �� � � � �
� � � � ;�7388�! � �-  Dr. Leslie Fishbein, Associate 
Professor of American Studies and Jewish Studies 
at Rutgers University will discuss how life in the 
shtetls of Eastern Europe prepared Jewish women 
well for life in the New World. This lecture 
explores how in America these women profited 
from enhanced economic opportunities but suffered 
greater instability in their personal lives. 

5 � # � �123�� � � � ) 
 # � �� # � 
 � � � � � � 
 
 (
 � �
A great way to end the year—a pool party! 

� (� 
 � �# �� � � �@
 � 4 � 3��- Sisterhood Book 
Discussion Group, Fuzzy Slipper Day and rummage 
sales—stay tuned!�
 
And from all of us to all of you, our best wishes for 
a wonderful (warm, and no rain) Sukkot and a 
joyous Simchat Torah. 
       
  � ��
��� ����$&�
� 
���� �� ���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
� � � ! � � � � (� � 
 � � �*� 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � 3 
A huge thanks to all the great women ( and one 
great guy) who made sure that the Holiday 
Greetings went out on time.   Thanks to: Carol and 
Raymond Sadow, Iris Green, RoseAnn Rosenthal, 
Ann Klauber, Naomi Lasky and Phyllis Miller.  
You all worked so hard and your efforts are greatly 
appreciated! (I hope I did not miss anyone!) 
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
' ( � �	 ��� �� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A donation will be made to Temple Beth El for each new 
whole home or commercial cleaning job referred by this ad 
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Men’s  Club 
 
President Howard Pearlson 732 873-1335 
Executive VP Paul Golden 732 873-5873 
Treasurer Lee Klauber 908 359-6096 
Financial 
Secretary 

Martin Goldman 732 873-8138 

Ritual VP Robert Greenfield 732 873-0385 
Secretary 
/Publicity 

Elliot Sacks 732 873-8785 

Past President 
Advisors 

Gregg Foster 
Arnie Kohn 
Marc Glessner 
Andy Sheffrin 
Bruce Yaches 
Howard Gross 
Bernard Goldstein 

732 745-9824 
609 395-8319 
732 940-6297 
732 469-8280 
732 545-0660 
732 873-8158 
732 249-4624 

 
 

From the President 
Dear Congregants &  Fr iends:  
We are pleased to present our October 2009 Shofar 
article.  As you read this article you will see that 
Men’s Club strives to be an integrating force for the 
temple and the surrounding Jewish Community.  
You will read about joint programs with Sisterhood, 
with the newly formed Hazak group and with 
Jewish Life.  In future articles you will see how 
Men’s Club supports the Hebrew school and  
families with young children through our programs 
such as “Build a Pair,”  the annual Latke Fest to 
support the Hebrew School show, and programs on 
raising Jewish children. 
 
� � # �
 *�� � � �A � � � � � �## � � �� � 	 � � � �
? 
 (� � � � �# �� � (� � � � � � � � � � � #B� �/ (� " �
C� � # �
 *�� � � �A � � � D�
We are pleased to announce that Rich Goldstein has 
been selected as Temple Beth El Men’s Club “Man 
of the Year.”  For the past two years, Rich Goldstein 
has served us admirably as temple president.  In this 
capacity he has been a strong advocate of Men’s 
Club and his Shabbat announcements have been a 
great source of publicity for our programs.   

Please join us as we honor Rich on 
Wednesday November 18th at 6:00 PM at the 
Grand Marquis Ballroom in Old Br idge. I 
promise you a magnificent affair and a great time.  
Stay tuned for details regarding tickets and Journal 
ads honoring Rich.  Please Note: Attendees arriving 
after 6:00 are welcome. 

�
� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �&� � ! (� �
Building the Sukkah - Men’s Club is a service 
organization.  At the time of this writing, we are 
coordinating efforts to erect the Temple Beth El 
Sukkah.  We are planning to meet on September 
27th to cut bamboo for the sukkah.  I wish to thank 
Bernie Goldstein for coordinating this activity and 
finding a new source of bamboo and to all the 
others who participated in this effort.  
High Holiday Usher ing – I wish to thank Dan 
Morris for coordinating the High Holiday ushering. 

�
� � #B� �/ (� " � � � 
 0 � � � � �
Report on September Program –  We had a 
terrific program on Trends in Contemporary 
American Judaism presented by Andrew Silow-
Carroll, editor of the New Jersey Jewish News.  
Among topics discussed were�trends in Jewish 
philanthropy, education, inter-marriage, 
multiculturalism, and the orthodox, conservative 
and reform movements. You may want to read the 
New Jersey Jewish News for further commentary 
from our distinguished speaker.  I wish to thank 
Rob Greenfield for purchasing breakfast and Bob 
Persily for coordinating the breakfast preparation 
with help from Bob Berkowitz, Rick Weitz and 
others. 
 
- � � 
 " � � �>2 �� � �63$8�� � �E�5 � @! � � � ) �
&
 � � # � � � # � �
 *�/ � � � ! � 
 # � �E�� � #B� �
/ (� " �F � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � �
We’ve all enjoyed Andy Sheffrin’s Jeopardy 
Contest during Men’s Club Shabbat. Bruce Yaches 
and Mickey Lokomowitz  have decided to carry 
forth this momentum with a Jewperdy contest 
between Men’s Club and Sisterhood after breakfast. 
Please note this event was rescheduled from last 
year as Bruce and Mickey were ill at the time. 
Baruch Hashem that they are both on the road to 
recovery.  

Men’s Club and Sisterhood teams will have 
a friendly competition and the audience will also 
have a chance to join in.  We look forward to your 
participation.  
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� 
 � � � " � � �>>���� � � � � � � � � 
 0 � � � � �
Men’s Club and Hazak will be co-sponsoring a 
November Program on ethics.  Stay tuned for 
further details%��
�
� � � � � " � � �<��� � � � � � ! � � � � " � � � � �! �
� � � # � �E�&� �! � � 
 � � � � �A 
 0 ��� � � � � � � � � � � � �
OK baseball Fans – here’s something to capture 
your interest. We will be having our paid up 
Membership event on Sunday December 6th.  We 
are planning a trip to the Yogi Berra museum at 
Montclair University. We’ ll begin the day with 
lunch at the temple and than leave for the museum.  
This trip is for Paid up Men’s Club members.  
Please stay tuned for further details.   
�
5 � # � � � ) �>9 �E�C5� @� �
 *�/ � " � D��
Last year we had tremendous programs on Jews of 
Egypt and Jews of India. This year, we are honored 
to have Stu and Karen Cooper of B’nai B’ rith come 
and discuss “Jews of Cuba.”   Stu and Karen 
coordinate B’nai B’ rith’s Cuban Jewish Relief 
Project. The project supports the Cuban Jewish 
community with religious and medical. Each year 
the organization sponsors four Mission to Cuba 
trips for American Jews. 

Stu and Karen will discuss the history and 
culture of the Sephardic, Conservative and 
Orthodox elements of the Cuban Jewish 
Community, Jewish life under Fidel Castro, Havana 
highlights, and the B’nai Brith Cuban Jewish Relief 
Program.  I would like to thank Marc Hilton for 
introducing me to the speakers. 
 

� # � � � � � �# � � # � � � 
 
 4 � � � � � �(� " (� �
Your 2009 – 2010 Entertainment Books are now 
available. This year’s edition is jam packed with 
shopping coupons and special bonus coupons 
located on the cover of the book. You can contact 
Elaine Wasserman at the Temple to pick up your 
copy.  Entertainment books this year are $30. The 
bonus coupons alone more than make up for the 
nominal price increase. 

Enter tainment Books make great gifts.  I 
just gave books to my sister and sister in law for 
their birthdays (as I did last year) and they were 
really pleased.  You can save enough money in one  

 
day to more than cover the cost of the book.  Here’s 
an example: 
 
Dry Cleaning:       $  6 
Grocery                 $  5 
Oil Change            $  5 
Dinner for 2          $ 20 
Movie Tickets      $ 10 
Total Savings:     $ 46  
 
P.S. If you can©t pick up the book at TBE contact me 
at hpearlson@comcast.net or 732 873 1335 and I 
will make arrangements to get you a book 
 
 
Men’s Club Supports Jewish Life 
Program  
Men’s Club will co-sponsor the following 
outstanding Jewish Life Program. Please contact me 
in advance if you are interested in attending. We 
will pay for  the first ten Men’s Club members 
who contact me.  If you need a ride, we will be 
leaving from Temple Beth El at 6.30 PM. The 
program will be held at the JCC in Bridgewater. 
�
� � � � 4 �#0 �� � @� �@�� � � � � � � �# �� (� � � � � �   
NBC News Bureau Chief in Tel Aviv 
� 
 � � � " � � �16;�>886���: 388�! %� %�E�
' � � � � � � � �Breaking News: A Stunning and 
Memorable Account of Reporting from Some of the 
Most Dangerous Places in the World.  During three 
decades covering wars, revolutions and natural 
disasters, Emmy Award winning network 
correspondent Martin Fletcher faced his own fears 
while facing up to mass killers, warlords and 
murderers. Breaking News describes his growth 
from clueless adventurer to grizzled veteran of the 
world’s battlefields. Book Signing Follows - 
Tickets: $10 in advance, $15 at the door (Men’s 
Club will pay for the first 10 Members who sign up) 
There will also be a wine and cheese reception for 
those who wish to attend.  Please contact me for 
details.    
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�
	 � # � @G5
 �# �- � � � � � � " � � � � �!  
Gentlemen, I urge you to support Men’s Club.  If 
you have not yet received our renewal/membership 
letter, you will receive it shortly. Your membership 
supports our Men’s Club programs and a myriad of 
activities in support of our temple and the greater 
Jewish community. You can send in your dues of 
$36 to Elaine Wasserman at Temple Beth El.  She 
will forward them to the Men’s Club.  �
�
� �)� ���" �� ����� �
�
� �
 

� � � �� �� � � � �	 
 �� � �� � � �� �� � � � �	 
 �� � �� � � �� �� � � � �	 
 �� � �� � � �� �� � � � �	 
 �� � � 



 ����
� � � � � 	 � � �� �� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � � �	 � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � �� �� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � � �	 � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � �� �� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � � �	 � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � �� �� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 � � �	 � � � � � �

� � �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 �� � � �
 �  � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �	 ! "� � �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 �� � � �
 �  � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �	 ! "� � �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 �� � � �
 �  � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �	 ! "� � �
 � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 �� � � �
 �  � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �	 ! "����

����

#� � � � �� � � �#	 � � � �#� � � � �� � � �#	 � � � �#� � � � �� � � �#	 � � � �#� � � � �� � � �#	 � � � �$$$$�� � � � � � 
 �� � �%&' 
 
 �� � � � � ��� � � � � � 
 �� � �%&' 
 
 �� � � � � ��� � � � � � 
 �� � �%&' 
 
 �� � � � � ��� � � � � � 
 �� � �%&' 
 
 �� � � � � �

� 	 � �� � �� � � � � �( � � � � 	 � �%) ��&
 
 ) �� 	 � �� � �� � � � � �( � � � � 	 � �%) ��&
 
 ) �� 	 � �� � �� � � � � �( � � � � 	 � �%) ��&
 
 ) �� 	 � �� � �� � � � � �( � � � � 	 � �%) ��&
 
 ) �$$$$����The 
weekly Torah portion is a locked vault with 
treasures inside.  Unfortunately too many Jews have 
forgotten the combination.  Rabbi Eli Garfinkel will 
teach you how to open the vault of the weekly 
portion and how to enjoy the wealth of learning 
contained therein.  Although the focus of the class 
will be on translated primary sources, no Hebrew 
language ability is required for this class.  
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 ) �$$$$����Teenagers often miss out on Jewish 
educational opportunities during these critically 
formative years.  What teenagers learn about their 
identity and heritage has an enormous impact on the 
choices they make as adult Jews.  Rabbi Eli 
Garfinkel will lead a weekly group discussion on 
the topics that teenagers care about most.  Oh, yeah, 
and there will be pizza too!����
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Israel takes such a beating in the media and on 
college campuses that it can be difficult to know ho 
to respond to anti-Zionists arguments.  In this class, 
we’ ll learn how to defeat the arguments of those 
who would frankly, like Israel to just disappear.  
We will be using Prof. Alan Dershowitz’s new 
book, The Case Against Israel’s Enemies 

For more information, please contact Rabbi 
Garfinkel at rabbigarfinkel!@mac.com or 732-873-
2325 
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From The Rabbi (Cont from Page 1) 
breaking its pitom (stem) and thus rendering 

it unkosher for the holiday. 
Yechiel did not get angry. Rather, he raised 

his eyes to heaven and said, “Master of the 
Universe!  I have no tefillin.  I have no etrog.  But 
anger will do less for me than restraining myself.  I 
will not, God forbid, violate the peace of my house.  
I will not get angry! 

This story is so rich.  One wonders what was 
going through Yechiel’s head when he saw his 
precious etrog smash to the ground and lose its 
stem.  Did he feel true rage, or did some part of him 
realize that his wife was right, that it’s wrong to buy 
expensive etrogim when your children are starving? 

I think the answer is both.  We feel true rage 
when confronted with the truth.  Nothing makes 
people angrier and more uncomfortable than truths 
they don’ t want to confront.  Sukkot is a break from 
all of this.  In the shade of the sukkah, God’s gift to 
us after a busy High Holy Day season, we can put 
aside our fears and worries about the year ahead and 
just be.   

Naomi, Sari, Josh and I wish you and your 
family a hag sameah, a joyous Sukkot!  
 
From The President (Contnued from Page 1) 

but usually for political reasons didn’ t make 
the final cut. 

Ehrman learned about how one 
inconsistency after another sits uncomfortably in 
either Testament. 

One of them in the Tanach – as it is known 
in our faith- is the following: Exodus 9:5 describes 
a plague (pestilence) that killed “all of the livestock 
of the Egyptians.”  A few days later, however, the 
seventh plague (hail) killed all of the livestock in 
the fields. “What livestock?”  Ehrman asks. 

Most of the book, however, is devoted to the 
outright contradictions in the New Testament as to 
who Jesus actually was. The purpose of his 
scholarship is not to knock those of us who are 
Jewish or Christian. His purpose is very much like 
the multiple crime dramas that are on our television 
sets every night of the week. 

He is forensically trying to piece together 
what really happened thousands of years ago and 
one can’ t help but be impressed by the depths of his  
 

 
knowledge and the skillful approach to uncovering 
ancient secrets 

He has learned Greek and Hebrew and 
Aramaic and probably a few other languages so he 
can study as many ancient documents in their 
original language. 

The most interesting chapters for me were 
detailed explanations of who Jesus was (most 
certainly he was Jewish) what he actually said (the 
four Gospels in some cases have very different 
recollections) and who actually created this new 
religion that was supposed take the place of the 
Jewish laws and customs which had been around for 
centuries. 

Clearly, Ehrman explains, the stories of 
Jesus were written decades after his death. The split 
between different factions of Jews  resulted 
ultimately in the new religion. “Christianity,”  
Ehrman writes, “….is the religion about Jesus, not 
the religion of Jesus.”  

Today, Ehrman, has departed from his born 
again past and continues to teach and write about 
these documents which have survived through the 
millennia. He is now agnostic, mostly he says 
because he cannot reconcile a God that allows so 
much suffering in the world He created. But his 
love of the ancient documents and his ability to 
share what he has learned in an interesting and 
readable format provides us with much food for 
thought. 

He concludes, “…even those of us who do 
not believe in the Bible can still learn from it”  
Indeed in never fails to amaze me how much 
wisdom about human nature is contained in the 
weekly parsha. “ It is a book that deserves to be read 
and studied, not just as a document of faith but also 
as a historical record of the thoughts, beliefs, 
experiences, activities, loves, hates, prejudices and 
opinions of people who stand at the very foundation 
of our civilization and culture…..It can urge us to 
pursue truth, to fight oppression, to work for justice, 
to insist on peace. ..It can encourage us to live more 
for others and not only for ourselves. There will 
never be a time in the history of the human race 
when such lessons will have become passé, when 
the thoughts of important religious thinkers of the 
past will be irrelevant for those of us living, and 
thinking, in the present.”  
 

Amen. 



   Page 15                                                                 OCTOBER 2009                                                    Shofar  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
7:00 PM-
Exec. Board  
8:00 PM-
Board of 
Trustees 

2 
Erev 
Sukkot 
7:00 PM-
Services 

3 
Sukkot 
9:15 
AM-
Services 

4 
Sukkot 
No School 
9:15 AM-Services 

5 
Hol Homed 
Sukkot 
8:00 PM-
Ritual 

6 
Hol 
Homed 
Sukkot 
School 
Sukkah 
Hopping 
6:00 PM-
Sukkah 
Dinner 

7 
Hol 
Homed 
Sukkot 
 

8 
Hol Homed 
Sukkot 

9 
Hol 
Homed 
Sukkot 
Erev 
Shemini 
Atzeret 
7:00 PM-
Services 

10 
Shemini 
Atzeret 
9:15 
AM-
Services 
7:00 
PM-
Simchat 
Torah 

11 
Simchat Torah 
No School 
9:15 AM-Services 

12 
Columbus 
Day 
Noon-Lunch 
& Learn 

13 
School 
8:00 PM-
Fink 
Lecture 

14 
 

15 
7:30 PM-
School 
Board 
7:30 PM-
Hazak 
Deadline for 
next month’s 
Shofar 

16 
7:00 PM-
Services 
 

17 
9:15 
AM-
Services 

18 
School 
8:45 AM-Services 
7:30 PM-Play 

19 
Rosh 
Chodesh 
Cheshvan 
Noon-Lunch 
& Learn 

20 
School 
7:00 PM-
Sist Exec 
Bd 
8:00 PM-
Sist 
General 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
7:00 PM-
Services 

24 
9:15 
AM-
Services 
Steinberg 
Bar 
Mitzvah 

25 
School 
8:45 AM-Services. 
9:30 AM-Men’s 
Club 
Program/Breakfast 
7:00 PM-CHC 
Meeting 

26 
Noon-Lunch 
& Learn 

27 
School 
 

28 
 

29 
7:30 PM-
Congregational 
Meeting 

30 
7:00 PM-
Services 

31 
9:15 
AM-
Services 

       

Oct ober  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
School 
8:45 AM-
Services 
 

2 
Noon-
Lunch 
and Learn 
8:00 PM-
Ritual 

3 
School 
7:30 PM-
Sisterhood 
Paid Up 
Member-
ship 

4 
 

5 
Israel Tr ip-
Departure 
NJEA 
Convention 
7:00 PM-
Exec. Board 
8:00 PM-
Board of 
Trustees 

6 
7:00 PM-
Services 

7 
9:15 AM-
Services 
 

8 
No School 
8:45 AM-
Services 
 

9 
 

10 
School 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
7:00 PM-
Services 
 

14 
9:15 AM-
Services 
Baby 
Naming-
Yaches 
4:00 PM-
Mincha/ 
Maariv 

15 
School 
8:45 AM-
Services 
9:30 AM-Men’s 
Club Exec. Board 
Israel Tr ip-
Return 
Deadline for next 
month’s Shofar  

16 
Noon-
Lunch 
and Learn 
7:30 PM-
Member-
ship 

17 
Rosh 
Chodesh 
Kislev 
School 
7:00 PM-
Sist Exec 
Bd 
8:00 PM-
Rabbi’s 
Class 

18 
Rosh 
Chodesh 
Kislev 
Men’s 
Club Man 
of the 
Year 
Dinner 

19 
7:30 PM-
School Board 

20 
7:00 PM-
Services 

21 
9:15 AM-
Services 

22 
School 
8:45 AM-
Services 
9:30 AM-Men’s 
Club Program  

23 
Noon-
Lunch 
and Learn 
 

24 
School 
8:00 PM-
Rabbi’s 
Class 

25 
 

26 
Thanksgiving 
 

27 
7:00 PM-
Services 

28 
9:15 AM-
Services 

29 
No school 
8:45 AM-
Services 

30 
Noon-
Lunch 
and Learn 
 

     

       

Novem ber  
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Yahrzeits 
We Thank the following people for their yahrzeit donations: Roberta Betron, Yetta & Lewis Cowen, Charles & 
Ellen Engelhart, Shep & Joanne Friedman, Marge & Herb Friend, Igal & Judy Gershman, Lenore Group, Judith 
List, Marvin & Myra Marantz, Amy & Kevin Merges, Phyllis Miller, Barry & Bobbi Rosner, Mara & Elliott 
Sacks, Syd & Isabelle Savrin, Bernie & Roslyn Siegel, Rick & Geri Weitz 
 
15 Tishrei 
October 2/3 
Max Kessel – 15 Tishrei 
Ida Ross – 15 Tishrei 
Mary Silberman – 15 Tishrei 
Daniel Tillman – 15 Tishrei 
Edythe Greenfield – 16 Tishrei 
Elisa Leib – 17 Tishrei 
Ernestine Marmorosch – 17 Tishrei 
Harold Jack Barish – 18 Tishrei 
Ivolin M. Sacks – 18 Tishrei 
Sandford Heyman – 19 Tishrei 
Issac Ross – 19 Tishrei 
Mildred Holtzman – 20 Tishrei 
Georgette Loeb – 20 Tishrei 
Leo Runyon – 20 Tishrei 
 
22 Tishrei 
October 9/10 
David Abramson – 22 Tishrei 
Jack Kalish – 22 Tishrei 
Sigmund Bahr – 23 Tishrei 
Sarah Tenzer Group – 23 Tishrei 
Esther Hornig – 23 Tishrei 
Max Goldstein – 24 Tishrei 
Solomon Archinofsky – 25 Tishrei 
Samuel Goldman – 25 Tishrei 
Bella Morgenbesser – 26 Tishrei 
Samuel Spielvogel – 26 Tishrei 
Fannie Exter – 27 Tishrei 
Joseph Kalish – 27 Tishrei 
Joseph Antonoff – 28 Tishrei 
Jenny Brinker – 28 Tishrei 
Edward D. Tilin – 28 Tishrei 
Sara Weinberg – 28 Tishrei 
 
29 Tishrei 
October 16/17 
Therese Berliner – 29 Tishrei 
Jacqueline Lacher – 29 Tishrei 
Ira Altshcul – 30 Tishrei 
Harry List – 1 Cheshvan 
Marcus Fried – 2 Cheshvan 
Minnie Gelman – 3 Cheshvan 
Bernard Hoch – 3 Cheshvan 
Norman Margolis – 3 Cheshvan 
Samuel Pigula – 3 Cheshvan 
Frieda Schulman – 3 Cheshvan 
Akiva Wellner – 3 Cheshvan 
Mordecai Goldman – 4 Cheshvan 
Harry Rothblatt – 4 Cheshvan 
 
6 Cheshvan 
October 23/24 
Samuel H. Kaplan – 6 Cheshvan 
Carolyn Krouse – 6 Cheshvan 
Sylvia Moskovitz – 6 Cheshvan 
Ezekial Charles Bienenstock – 8 Cheshvan 

Morris Wistreich – 8 Cheshvan 
Lola Swilinger – 10 Cheshvan 
Anna Fielstein – 11 Cheshvan 
Celia Garfinkel – 11 Cheshvan 
Hannah Schwartz – 11 Cheshvan 
Morris Gervis – 12 Cheshvan 
Hildreth Gross – 12 Cheshvan 
Bessie Kanusher – 12 Cheshvan 
 
13 Cheshvan 
October 30/31 
Sidney H. Weitz – 13 Cheshvan 
Louis Nisanoff – 14 Cheshvan 
Samuel Polinsky – 14 Cheshvan 
Bernie Rubin – 14 Cheshvan 
Samuel Dugatkin – 15 Cheshvan 
Sara Goldman – 15 Cheshvan 
Esther Rothblatt – 16 Cheshvan 
Ilene Skoultchi – 16 Cheshvan 
Lora Lieberman – 17 Cheshvan 
Sadie Miller – 17 Cheshvan 
Rhea Pulver – 18 Cheshvan 
Irving Wolfire – 18 Cheshvan 
Sylvia Green – 19 Cheshvan 
Richard Hockrow – 19 Cheshvan 
Fannie Turransky – 19 Cheshvan 
 
20 Cheshvan 
November 6/7 
Pauline Pigula – 20 Cheshvan 
William Weiss – 20 Cheshvan 
Elaine Hager – 21 Cheshvan 
Abe Marchasin – 21 Cheshvan 
Lenore Siegel Houter – 21 Cheshvan 
Channa Weiner – 21 Cheshvan 
Lillian Sadow Beckmann – 22 Cheshvan 
Dr. Michael D. Fink – 23 Cheshvan 
Max Group – 23 Cheshvan 
Matilda Levin – 23 Cheshvan 
Lillian Lutsky – 23 Cheshvan 
Rose Barish – 24 Cheshvan 
Irving Singer – 24 Cheshvan 
Zelyk Yaches – 24 Cheshvan 
Jack Meyer – 25 Cheshvan 
Louis Pell – 25 Cheshvan 
Sophie Wolfe – 25 Cheshvan 
Marcel Loeb – 26 Cheshvan 
Abraham Rothstein – 26 Cheshvan 
Abraham Schwartz – 26 Cheshvan 
Martha Sheffrin – 26 Cheshvan 
Edward Stone – 26 Cheshvan 
 
27 Cheshvan 
November 13/14 
Louis Kasper – 27 Cheshvan 
Morris Miller – 27 Cheshvan 
Irma Kerpel – 28 Cheshvan 
Gloria Licht – 28 Cheshvan 

Stanley D. Saltzman – 28 Cheshvan 
Irving Seidman – 28 Cheshvan 
Murray D. Krilov – 29 Cheshvan 
Ada Knigin Moses – 29 Cheshvan 
William E. Sack – 29 Cheshvan 
David Frederick Damsky – 1 Kislev 
Toyva Lefkowitz – 1 Kislev 
Bessie Schwartz – 1 Kislev 
Seymour Berkowitz – 2 Kislev 
Minna Rosenthal – 2 Kislev 
Pearl Berkowitz – 3 Kislev 
Gladys Kleiman – 3 Kislev 
Michael Pulver – 3 Kislev 
 
4 K islev 
November 20/21 
Sarah Abramson – 4 Kislev 
Albert Gross – 4 Kislev 
Miriam Reiss – 5 Kislev 
Sarah Cige – 6 Kislev 
Joseph Yaches – 6 Kislev 
Joseph Mayerson – 7 Kislev 
Edward Konigsberg – 8 Kislev 
Harry M. Schanzer – 8 Kislev 
Meyer Weinstein – 10 Kislev 
 
11 K islev 
November 27/28 
Ben Damsky – 11 Kislev 
Szymon Goldberg – 11 Kislev 
Bertz Krumin – 11 Kislev 
Lillian Sadow – 11 Kislev 
Irving Levin – 14 Kislev 
Morris Levy – 14 Kislev 
Davis Miller – 15 Kislev 
Morris Pearlson – 15 Kislev 
Gussie Rosenberg – 15 Kislev 
Sadye Roth – 15 Kislev 
Philip Weiner – 15 Kislev 
Lisel Rosenthal – 16 Kislev 
Isadore Spielvogel – 16 Kislev 
Irving Zimkind – 16 Kislev 
Helen Buckler – 17 Kislev 
Bertha Dillon – 17 Kislev 
Abe Yaches – 17 Kislev 
 


